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2024 CALL FOR TECHNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC CONSULTANCY  

OF THE PELAGOS AGREEMENT  

 
Short Interim Report 

April 2025 
 

General info: 
 

Project title Voices from the Pelagos Sanctuary: assessing marine mammals through 
literature  
(Contract No. 2024-05) 

Consultant(s) Marina Costa 

Objectives 1) To review publications (in Italian, French, and English) on marine 
mammals of the Pelagos Sanctuary, starting with the most recent 
work. 

2) To support the organisation of a Workshop titled: 
“Pelagos Sanctuary Status Assessment: The Species”, based on the 
outcomes of the Pelagos scientific Call. 

Reporting period Objective 1: September 2025 
Objective 2:  November/December 2025 (during the MOP10 side event) 

 
 
Project info: 
 

Activities carried 
out during the 
period 

1) Literature Search: conducted a comprehensive search for scientific 
publications and reports using Google Scholar, employing targeted 
keywords such as “Pelagos Sanctuary”, “northwestern 
Mediterranean Sea”, and the names of the species under review (e.g., 
fin whale, sperm whale, Cuvier's beaked whale, common bottlenose 
dolphin). 

2) Citation Mining: for the most notable publications, examined their 
bibliographic references to identify and retrieve earlier relevant 
literature, ensuring a robust and backward-linked review. By 
"notable," I refer to studies that are widely cited, published in high-
impact journals, or central to the topic.  

3) Database Creation: developed the excel database to catalogue all 
reviewed publications. In addition to the required fields, included 
expanded metadata: country of the main author, affiliated 
organization(s), season of data collection, geographical area covered, 
type of data (e.g., acoustic, visual survey, genetic, etc.), key findings 
or data provided. This additional information is essential for 
identifying and understanding knowledge gaps. 

4) Document Structuring: drafted and structured the review sections for 
three of the priority species: fin whale, sperm whale and Cuvier's 
beaked whale. 

Results obtained 

(preliminary 
and/or final) 

1) The excel database has been created and is currently near completion. 
It includes over 500 reviewed publications and provides detailed 
metadata for each entry, supporting an in-depth understanding of 
species-specific research efforts and identifying potential data gaps. 

2) The review document structure is almost completed for three of the 
four priority species: 
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• fin whale 
• sperm whale 
• Cuvier’s beaked whale 
For the other species, a preliminary draft has been prepared, 
containing the information already extracted from the reviewed 
publications that also include this species.  

Deliverables 
already submitted 

(if any) 

na 
 

Difficulties 
encountered (if 
any) 

na 
 

Next steps 1. Finalize the literature review sections: complete the draft for the 
common bottlenose dolphin and continue organizing the material of 
the remaining species. 

2. Expand and refine the database by adding newly reviewed 
publications, if any, and perform a quality check to ensure 
consistency and completeness of entries. 

3. Identify gaps: analyse the data to summarize possible temporal and 
spatial gaps, as well as species or habitat areas with insufficient 
coverage; draft the dedicated Knowledge Gaps section as outlined in 
the Terms of Reference (ToR). 

4. Format the summary tables or narratives for each species in line with 
the structure requested by the Secretariat. Ensure references are 
cleanly listed and open-access links are included where available. 

5. Prepare for the Workshop assisting with logistics, agenda 
preparation, and drafting the workshop report. 

Comments (if 
any) 

The work is more time-consuming than I initially expected, so a bit more 
time might be necessary to complete all tasks thoroughly. Additionally, 
some older papers could not be found through the usual sources. I have 
not yet contacted the authors directly regarding these 

 


